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YOU’VE COME A LONG WAY, BABY !

 I remember a smile spreading on my face as my eyes fell on these words used by my favourite daily to talk about the 
sensational recovery of the sensex which crossed the 50,000 mark in the last week of January 2021 and the RBI hailing it, 
saying ‘India is past the worst.’ That was an indication of the situation turning the corner after all the ravages caused by the
 Pandemic. And today, after almost a year, as I sit down to put some finishing touches on the matter in this issue, these words 
flashed across my memory. The present situation is again grave with the surge in infections threatening to throw normal life 
out of gear. However, unlike the first two waves, there is less alarm and more hope. Leaving behind the anguish, fear and
uncertainties, it’s time to look forward to a new beginning. And we think this is a good enough time to re-launch our
 monthly newsletter, shelved quietly following the lockdown. Drawing inspiration from the state of hopefulness and buoyancy 
now prevailing, we are resurrecting the School newsletter from its pandemic hibernation of fourteen months. All these months 
we have been working quietly, adapting ourselves to the ‘new normal’, adopting technology to deliver lessons, giving guidance 
and conducting tests, always with a personal touch, careful not to turn the cadets into remote receptors of what is beamed. We 
daresay that our resilience, persistence, rigour and stoicism stood us in good stead and we have succeeded in what we set out to 
do. And it was not just academics. Administrative reforms, and infrastructural additions and renovations continued without 
slackening, readying the School to leapfrog to a new era, new times, when with renewed vigour we pursue all-round excellence.

 editor         

NAVAL BIKE EXPEDITION 
VISITS SCHOOL

  The School campus reverberated 
with booming sounds of Royal Enfields as 16 
Officers of Naval base, Karwar on a Motorcycle 
expedition reached the School on 17 Dec 21. Led 
by the Naval officer Cdr Lohit, the team was on its 
way to 750-km-long expedition to Mysore organ-
ized as part of ‘Swarnim Vijay Diwas’, celebrated 
on 16 Dec, and ‘Swarnim Vijay Varsh’ the Golden 

Jubilee, to commemorate India’s decisive victory in the historic 1971 War. 
At a special assembly convened, Cdr Lohit spoke briefly on the various 
branches of the Indian Navy viz. Engineering, Aviation, Air Traffic Con-
trol, Logistics etc. He also touched upon life of an officer in the Armed 
Forces in general and in the Navy in particular and exhorted the cadets to 
keep working for their NDA dream. On behalf of the expedition team, Cdr 
Lohit  presented a memento to the School as a token of remembrance. Later 
at a high tea, Cdr Lohit shared a few interesting incidents and anecdotes on 
Naval life with the cadets. The aim of the expedition was to create awareness amongst 

the people en route and school children and NCC cadets about the stellar victory of the Indian Armed Forces in the 1971 war.     
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 The cadets of Classes X & XI were sent on a visit to the MLIRC Museum 
and War Memorial on 17 Dec 21. The trip began with the cadets paying floral 
tribute to the portrait of Gen Bipin Rawat, the late CDS, who laid his life down 
in the line of duty. The Maratha War Memorial was next at which the cadets paid 
rich homage to the glorious memory of the fallen heroes of the Maratha Regiment. 
The cadets were then taken on a conducted tour of the ‘Hall of Valour’ Mara-
tha Regimental Museum which depicted the inspiring history of one of the oldest 
and finest regiments of the Indian Army. Right from swords and spears dating 
back to the 19th century, the museum displayed both traditional and modern 
weapons and firearms, uniforms, and artefacts that told the awe-inspiring story 
of the Maratha Regiment through ages. There were paintings and photos por-
traying the valorous story of wars and battles fought by the Regiment and brav-
ery and sacrifice of the Maratha  soldiers. The cadets were quite awed by what 
they saw and came back inspired more than ever to work for their NDA dream.         

VEER GATHA PROJECT

 In order to disseminate among students the details of acts of bravery and the life 
stories of the brave-hearts among the Armed Forces, the Para-military Forces and Civilians, 
it was proposed by the Ministry of  Defence (MoD) that school students may be motivated 
to do projects /activities based on gallantry award winners. Accordingly, the Ministry of 
Education, Department of School Education & Literacy organised ‘the Veer Gatha Project’ 
from 21 Oct-20 Nov 20201. As per the CBSE directives, 
a series of activities as suggested by the CBSE was con-
ducted at the School in the online mode. These included 
Poem/Paragraph writing, Painting and Multimedia Pres-
entation on a gallantry award winner. 01 best entry per 
category from each of the categories  Cl VI-VIII, IX-X and 
XI-XII was uploaded on the CBSE Veer Gatha portal.   

KALEID
OSCOPE

LT COL SATVEER SINGH TAKES CHARGE AS NEW PRINCIPAL
 Lt Col Satveer Singh took charge as the new Principal of 
the School on 14 Dec 2021. Commissioned into the Army Edu-
cational Corps on 10 Jun 2006, Lt Col Satveer Singh brings with 
him a rich instructional and administrative experience of more 
than fifteen years. Beginning with tenures in Drass and Poonch 
sectors in the Western frontier, Lt Col Satveer Singh has served 
as an instructor at prestigious training academies of the Army 
such as the Indian Military Academy, Dehradun and AEC Trg 
College & Centre, Pachmarhi Cantt; and as the Adm Officer of 
Rashtriya Military School, Dholpur. Lt Col Satveer Singh has 
also the Adjutant at the AEC Trg College & Centre, Pachmarhi 
Cantt.  Lt Col Satveer Singh’s soldierly enthusiasm and scholarly 
zeal would do the School much good in the new phase of its on-
ward march. 

CADETS VISIT MARATHA REGIMENTAL 
MUSEUM & WAR MEMORIAL



The Bel-gian

Rashtriya Military School, Belgaum 3

The Bel-gian

Rashtriya Military School, Belgaum

MAJ GEN JV PRASAD, GOC 
K&K SUB AREA VISITS SCHOOL

 Maj Gen J V Prasad, General Officer Commanding, HQs 
Karnataka & Kerala Sub Area, Bangalore  visited the School on 15 Dec 
21. The Gen Officer was briefed by the Principal on the various academic 
and administrative projects and reforms underway as well as projections 
for the future. The General officer then went round the School campus,
visiting, among other places, the Cadets’ Living Accommodation in which 
a large scale renovation has been approved. Later, in a brief ceremony, the 
Gen Officer felicitated Sub Maj Sunil Kumar, Mr Parameswaran Soonu, 
Master (Gaz) Eng,  Sh  Nhanu Ghadigaonkar, Head Cook, and Sh Prabhu 
Kolhapure, Safaiwala for their meritorious services to the institution. Cdt 
Abhinadan Yadav, Cl XII and Cdt Roshan, Cl XI were also felicitated for 
their academic  and non-academic excellence and high standards of conduct 
and discipline.

SILVER JUBILEE REUNION OF THE 1995 BATCH GEORGIANS 

  The School environment throbbed with excitement and 
wistfulness on 18 Dec 21 as the Georgians of the 1995 passed-out 
batch gathered for their first ever reunion, commemorating 25 
years of their life in various walks of life after walking through the 
portals of their beloved alma mater. A special 
assembly was convened at the School auditorium in the 
morning which was attended by 20 Sr Gerogians while a few 
who were either abroad or were constrained by various com-
mitments from attending the reunion joined virtually via 
video and audio link up. It was a quite a sight to see the Sr Geor-
gians array themselves in identical dress, keenly observing the 
assembly programme and applauding the cadets. In their turn, 
all of them went on a nostalgic journey down the memory lane 
as they eagerly recalled some amusing episode or some learning 

experience to share with the younger cadets, some virtually and the others in their direct address to the gathering. They gratefully 
remembered the valuable life lessons they had learnt at School and urged upon the cadets to be humble, respectful and responsi-
ble and work incessantly to make their dreams come true. In a heart warming gesture, a few of the retired teachers and staff were 
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felicitated as a mark of appreciation and gratitude. These included Col (then, Capt) Vijay Kalange (Retd), the then 
Adm Officer, Mr Prakash Sidnal, the retired Art Teacher, and Mrs Meena Shirodkar, the then Matron. Mr M Sukumar,
Master (Gaz) Maths and Mrs Seema Awasthi, Master (Gaz) Hindi were also felicitated. In a gesture showing their 
concern for instilling and appreciating high standards of discipline and military bearing in the cadets, the 1995 batch 
unveiled a trophy introduced by them to be given away to ‘the House Best in Drill’ in the Inter-House Drill 
Competition held every year. Addressing the gathering the Principal thanked the Sr Georgians for all their motivating words 
and hoped that the present generation of cadets would take lessons from the experiences shared with them by their Seniors 
and imbibe values like consistent efforts, persistence and perseverance which would help them attain their cherished aim. 
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FOUNDER’S DAY CELEBRATED WITH GAIETY

 The 76 th Founder’s Day was celebrated with gaiety, pomp and show on 30 Dec 2021. The highlight of the celebration 
was the Founder’s Day High Tea held alfresco on the School main lawn. The event began with a brief welcome and intro-
duction by the counsellor. This was followed by cutting of a gorgeous, especially crafted Founder’s Day cake by the Principal 
who was joined by class XII cadets and the teaching and non teaching staff. There was fun and gaiety as everyone partook of 
the goodies served with the cake forming the centrepiece. The Principal conveyed his greetings to the entire School frater-
nity and expressed satisfaction that the School was firmly on path to become a centre of academic excellence. The tastefully  
decorated lawn bore witness as a large gathering including the Cl XII cadets, teaching and non teaching staff and their
families joined to celebrate the occasion.  

VACCINATION DRIVE FOR CLASS XII CADETS

 With kick  starting of vaccination drive for children aged 15-18 against the 
Coronavirus, the School  organised a vaccination drive for Cl XII  cadets staying 
on campus on 18 Jan 2022. Held under the aegis of Military Hospital Belgaum 
which joined hands with the Belgaum Taluka  Health Office, the vaccination was 
supervised by Dr. Pradeep of MH Belgaum   and Dr. Sudheer Kumar, CMO of 
the School. The vaccination was held as per the guidelines of  Govt. of India and 
directives by the CBSE. Mandatory permission from the parents was obtained 
prior to vaccination.
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